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4God lives In 
chords like thesen 
T he best volm from all of the HaZwnir 

&drs came to Provedcnce, Whde IsEand 
fxa me mmon pwpxe: to make music. 
As crur d c c s  wmbeMeQ. off the dome d 
the majestic Temple Emanuel sanctuary, 
I thought, *God lives in chords Ilke these." 

The two-yeas-@M WZarnir Chamber Chlr is 
an experinrc all others. Inspiratton 
comes at a inutk with c e n d u c t ~  
Mmhcw Lazar, lbm&f of tke ZamB Chml 
m i =  In pk&?, Mr. L a a t  t ~ g k  us 
music theary, ?an& (Blble), hirtary, and 
wen sotnah1ng absut o&. HaEamlr 

s are the &s&@ 
$Ut this experm 
Sewtsh Eharal music 

taawhvlenewlewl.notonlycan Ishgw&h 
etben h, ~karicm hammy, I can learn and 

my.s;e# while Wng lo. 
&eT the Manin Lutha King wbd, the 
Ulamh Choh r e k d  three-sqs tn three 
very dmgrem sryIRS: hk tsaell by the umuf- 
passed Naaml Skmer, cksrsrlcel Jwkh choral; 
and Ehodr-n-Roll-esgue. Each song presented a 
6imnm fpect of Jewish Stngllng. 
Fhg spdai tMng about HaZarnir k that we 
are a EWrh tean Ehoir. This means that rn 
matter who k ma to me at reheaaal or per- 
fwlplance, whether of not we have m 
Mm, we have an aWm;rtis mmh. 
That feetlmg, in and air Itself, k Just hcredlble. 

A fasclrutlng thlng abcm 
rehearrats in ProviBenize was 
how much we muM $I- 
juot by ke@plng our eycs - a d  I 
*itY euf - ogm. ''m, 
m e  k a new oppsmmky far 

Itlckedl 

- HlnB asen, HaUmlr Northem Jersey 

So many of you are members of HaZamir However, there is also repertoire that all 
or parents of Hazamirniks. But what is HaZamirs learn. A t  the annual HaZamir 
HaZamir? Well, HaZamir is on of the Festival this music is performed by the 
many projects of the Zamir Choral hundreds of HaZamirniks who gather 
Foundation. It is an international group from all parts of North America, Europe, 
of choirs that was created by Matthew and this year, Isradl. It's really overwhelm- 
Lazar, the founder and director of the ing to see hu'ndreds of Jewish teens 
Zamir Choral Foun- squeezed onto a 
dation, so that If mMg stage in New York 
Jewish high school m h  City performing 
students could sing music they learned 
Jewish choral music during the year. 
with other Jewish kids, regardless of 
where they went to school, or what syna- 
gogue they went to or didn't. 

HaZamir started as one choir in 
Manhattan and now there are HaZamirs 
all around the US, in Canada, England 
and Spain. 

Each HaZamir ensemble meets weekly 
with its local conductor and sings music 
that suits its members and their interests. 

What a.sound! What a sight! 

Besides the awesome music-making of 
HaZamir, teens get to meet other teens 
from around the US, Canada, Europe and 
Israel and learn about similarities and 
differences between their cultures and 
traditions. Most HaZamirniks find that 
within minutes, any differences between 
them are erased by the great equalizer - 
MUSIC! 



Singing alone can be pleasurable for moments of spare time. about one hundred sleeping bags, mats and duffel bags kicked 
Singing with a group of at least fifteen allows one to experience everywhere during our sleepless night. Our seemingly endless 
the beauty of different levels of harmony, and a special connec- rehearsals were trying on our energy and our voices. Each person 
tion among fellow singers. Singing along with more than two in the chorus was pushed to his or her limit. 
hundred ~eople under welcoming lights for a cheering audience During the two days of rehearsing, friendships became closer. 
can distribute an abundant feeling of unity among each Per- During the actual concert, all the many singers on stage were 
former. HaZamir exists to share that feeling with hundreds of to make one confident voice which spoke not only to 
teenagers from around the world, and it works to magnify it as the audience, but which stirred emotion within us, the singers, 
much as possible. as well. It was only when the last note was 
I can recall first joining our local HaZamir sung, the basses, tenors, altos, and sopra- 
in Southern Maine. I had been involved for AU [of US] were nos using one superior pitch in each 
only a few months, and I had never met a connected to make range, that an almost indestructible feel- 
more accepting group of people. The six ing of pride came over us. 
hour ride from Maine to New York was one confident voice 

Our throats were raw, and dark circles 
actually enjoyable because of them. The were nested under our eyes, yet we felt 
trip was a time for me to get know the people I had been taller than kings. This was what made the HaZamir gala concert 
singing with, to observe, listen and reflect. And of course there rewarding to participate in. Everything that came before the 
were the breaks for all of us to get together, eat, and socialize as concert was worth it because of this one moment. There was no 
a group. way I could have predicted this; however, I wouldn't have missed 
And then there was the sleeping arrangement at the HaZamir anything from this entire experience, from fatigue to finish. 
Winter Festival in the New York Metropolitan area. Our "bed- 

assive gym which at night was clutter lr SOUthSrR Malnt 



- 

I I we loved the riazarntr concert in 2/0. 

 hank you far mmalang this happen 
Our daughters cant  waft to 

- I since my mother is on the Board of Directors of 

- 

the Zamir Choral Foundation, l thought I would 
just accompany her to see how the kids from 
HaZamir Manhattan sounded at their first 
rehearsal. Little did I know that I would be join- 
ing the group! My mother said. "Go up on Stage 
and sing with the kids." I was a little nervous 

particfpatc in years to come. 

but it turned out okay! 

There was a group of kids who all seemed to 
have nice voices, but I was amazed at how good 
0.r voices sounded together. We started 
rehearsal with a warm-up: we stretched and 
then we started to  vocalize. Then we worked on 
music. I thought I could sing soprano or alto. 
Since there were fewer altos. our conductor told 
me to  sing alto. Ipm glad that he did. HOW do 
sopranos sing that high? Singing harmony was 
new to  me and took some practice. 

I came home that day really excited about 
HaZamir. ~ n d  I still love it! 

- Sarah sue Landau, 
Hazamir Manhattan Our Unsung Heroes 

When m think of Hahmlr, our rlngen and 
duct06 

immediately come to mind. 
However, another group fs central to our success: 

HAZAMIR PARENTS! 
Aside horn active involvement in the weekly doings of i Haz m n t  reprncntatira horn u ~ h  H a a r n l r  

he1 11 organized, took photos, 
vid :. They chaperoned at the 

I and, lil II the 
Hazan11111 

hey rotated ke ~c san. we thank all the partnts 
who g--- -. ...-.. ... ne throughout theyear and 

panicuiariy a t  the HaL;rmlr Festival. 
WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU1 

I 
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HaZamir is a project of the 
rrb Zamir Choral Foundation 

Matthew Lazar, Founder and Director 
r 

120 Riverside e, Suite 1Y 

New York, NY 24 
212-362-3335 
Email zarnirFdn@aol.com 
Visit us on the web at wwwli)~ifidn.org. 
and click on HaZamir 

- For further information about HaZamir, 
contact Leah Tehrani, National Administrator 
at HaZamiri3@ao~.com, or contact a local 
HaZamir affiliate: 

'C HaZamir Baltimore 
What can you say about our wonderful small group? Well, we love to be involved Erlka Schoen 

in everything as much as possible! We love to sing a t  Bar and Bat ~ i tzvahs ErikaSchoeni@Comcast.net 

because we want every Bar/Bat Mitzvah boy or girl to remember the wonderful HaZamir Boston 
Cantor Charles Osborne 

music. "Raise Our Voices for Israel," a big concert taking place in our communi- ChasOsborne@yahoo.con 
ty, is our chance to let people who don't know us hear the wonderful music we HaZamir Greater Washington 
sing. Being part of HaZamir is  an amazing thing and we hope to get many more Barry Krasner 

kids involved in our fun, amazing songs. And we hope to keep coming back! BandE@erols.com 
Adrian Durlester 

-Hannah Oshinsky, Adrian@DurIester.com 
HaZamir New Biu.nswlck HaZamir Houston 

P- M A~ 
Dr. Isabelle Ganz 
Iganwattglobal.net 

HaZamir Hudson Valley 
Cantor Leon Sher 
CantorSher@Frontiernet.net 

HaZamir Los Angeles 
Dr. David Ackerman 
DAckerman@BJELA.org 

HaZamir London 
Judith Silver 
info@)JudithSilver.com 

HaZamir Manhattan 
I I enclose a check for ,-- CDs at 522" eacn Stephen Glass 

iwy@sympatico.ca 

HaZamir Montreal 
VISA. Mastercard , ; -2 , gg& .@%--- Security Code Stephen Glass - -?L->{,~. - iwy@sympatico.co 

Account No. HaZamir New Brunswick 
Cantor Anna Ott 

Name o n g r d  AnnaRuach@aol.com 
HaZamir North jerse 

Signature of Card Holder Cantor Joel caplan C-- Cantor@)Agudath.org 

HaZamir Philadelphia 
Nqme _ - - - --... Marsha Bryan Edelma 

~Edelman@aol.com 

Address -. -- - Zamir Providence 
Cantor Brian Mayer 

City/*te f '  BJMayer@Teprov.org - 
HaZamir St. Louis 

- -1 Cantor Adina Frydman 
Phone AdinaFrydman@yahoo.com 

HaZamir Southern Maine 
Emdl - - - -- Roberta Zuckerman 

RZuckerm@)maine.rr.com 
Return thh fknm to  Zamlr Chml  Foundation, 1x0 Riverside brlve, Suite IY, New York, RY 10024 I 

1 



Friday-Sunday, May 19-21, -006 

Gala Concert at Lincoln Center - 
C 

Sunday, May 21,6 p.m. 

Winter Intewisitation 
Southern Region Northern Region 
Where other groups had nice, large 
buses, we traveled in two snow-covered 
vans, setting out on a cold winter's 
morning. Many CD's and fast food stops 
later, we arrived in Providence, Rhode 
Island. We were immediately greeted by: 
"You're the group from Maine aren't 
you?" Somehow everyone just knew - 
it's like we were famous. 

Soon rehearsals started. It was great: 
even though I had never met most of 
these people, it sounded good when we 
all sang together. It was interesting to 
work with the different conductors - 
from Boston's Cantor Osborne constant- 
ly telling us that "squeezing our but- 
tocks" would help us sing better, to 
Cantor Mayer from Providence standing 
on various objects (including a tricycle) 
while conducting. And there was always 
food after the singing; the chocolate fon- 
due fountain was pretty awesome. 

As the day went on, we started sounding 
better; we worked pretty hard. Eventually 
it was "bedtime." Although sleep scarcely 
took place (possibly due to the ice cream 
and sugar that we ate just before bed- 
time), we were up and ready to sing more 
the next day. Although we sounded okay 
a t  the start, it really was amazing to hear 
how much better we sounded by the end 
of the second day. 

We had improved musically, met new 
people, and had a great time. I think we're 
all looking forward to next year's festival. 
A big "thank you" to all the people in 
Providence who did so much to feed and 
house us - and made that awesome fon- 
due fountain! See you all next year! 

-Bess Beller Levesque, 
HaZarnir Southern Maine 

On January 16th, HaZamirniks from five 
chapters of HaZarnir got together for a 
southern regional rehearsal in West 
Caldwell, New Jersey. From 11 AM until 8 
PM we sang, ate, played games, ate some 
more, and sang yet again. We got to wrap 
each other in newspaper, sit on balloons, 
do funny tasks, and just enjoy each 
other. With all the conductors present, 
we got through seven full songs in five 
hours. That has to be a record! 

We reunited with old friends, and met 
new friends - almost like a mini Winter 
Festival. It was an amazing day for every- 
one and definitely should be done again. 
Soon! 

-Katl Steiner, 
HaZarnir Manhattan 



JTERNATIONAL JCWI 
HIGH SCHOOL CHOl l  

Every Sunday. I enter the cafeteria at Joseph Kushner Hebrew 
Academy ready to sing. A year ago, I never would have imagined 
singing in another Jewish choir after six years in my synagogue 
cholr, years I enjoyed but that were behind me. I did not know what 
to expect when I learned about HaZamir, yet I decided to try it. 

What I found was not the rigorous, conforming choir I expected, 
with dull music sung from old, torn sheets. No, it was more like a 
jolly community, to put is simply. It was a group of friends filled 
with humor and spunk, united by a cantor who, I must admit, was 
pretty cool. And the music! Nachamu, Ivdu ... l never knew Jewish 
music could be so beautiful, fun, exciting. To sing it struck a note in 
me (pun intended.sorry guys). 

I found joy in being a pan of something so beautiful 
and united. I was welcomed into HaZamlr and I never 
looked back. 

-Rachel Saks, 
HaZamir Northern Jersey 




